Wednesday, July 28, 2021
Johann Sebastian Bach,
Composer, 1750
Evening Prayers
Rite II
Opening Sentence
Light and peace, in Jesus Christ our Lord
Thanks be to God
The Invitatory and Psalter
Versicle
Officiant: O God, make speed to save us.
People: O Lord, make haste to help us.
Officiant and People
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen.
(Officiant and people continue)
O gracious Light,
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven,
O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed!
Now as we come to the setting of the sun,
and our eyes behold the vesper light,
we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,
O Son of God, O Giver of life,
and to be glorified through all the worlds.

The Lessons

A Reading from the
Second Book of Chronicles
(2 Chronicles 5:11–14)
When the priests came out of the holy place (for all the priests who were
present had sanctified themselves, without regard to their divisions, and all the
levitical singers, Asaph, Heman, and Jeduthun, their sons and kindred, arrayed in
fine linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood east of the altar with one hundred
twenty priests who were trumpeters). It was the duty of the trumpeters and singers

to make themselves heard in unison in praise and thanksgiving to the LORD, and
when the song was raised, with trumpets and cymbals and other musical
instruments, in praise to the LORD, “For he is good, for his steadfast love endures
forever,” the house, the house of the LORD, was filled with a cloud, so that the
priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud; for the glory of
the LORD filled the house of God.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God

Psalm 150
Laudate Dominum
Hallelujah! Praise God in his holy temple; *
praise him in the firmament of his power.
2
Praise him for his mighty acts; *
praise him for his excellent greatness.
3
Praise him with the blast of the ram's-horn; *
praise him with lyre and harp.
4
Praise him with timbrel and dance; *
praise him with strings and pipe.
5
Praise him with resounding cymbals; *
praise him with loud-clanging cymbals.
6
Let everything that has breath *
praise the LORD.
Hallelujah!
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The Gospel:

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ
According to Luke
(Luke 2:8-14)
Glory to you, Lord Christ
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over
their flock by night. Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of
the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,
“Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude
of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
The Gospel of our Lord,
Praise to you, Lord Christ.
The Sermon: The Reverend Susan Riis
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The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
The Prayers
Officiant: The Lord be with you
People: And Also with you
Officiant: Let us pray.
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord;
R. And grant us your salvation.
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness;
R. Let your people sing with joy.
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world;
R. For only in you can we live in safety.
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth.
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V.
R.
V.
R.
V.
R.

Let your way be known upon earth;
Your saving health among all nations.
Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten;
Nor the hope of the poor be taken away.
Create in us clean hearts, O God;
And sustain us with your Holy Spirit

The Collect of the Day
Sound out your majesty, O God, and call us to your work; that, like thy servant
Johann Sebastian Bach, we might present our lives and our works to your glory
alone; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
The General Thanksgiving
Officiant and People
Almighty God, Father of all mercies,
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks
for all your goodness and loving-kindness
to us and to all whom you have made.
We bless you for our creation, preservation,
and all the blessings of this life;
but above all for your immeasurable love
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ;
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory.
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies,
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise,
not only with our lips, but in our lives,
by giving up ourselves to your service,
and by walking before you
in holiness and righteousness all our days;
through Jesus Christ our Lord,
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen.
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom
Officiant and People
Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well-beloved
Son that when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the
midst of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us;
granting us in this world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life
everlasting
Blessing
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and mind in
the knowledge and love of God, and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be upon you
and remain with you always. Amen
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The Grace
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Dismissal
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen
(2 Corinthians 13:14)
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