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THE HOLY EUCHARIST 

RITE II 
(Please stand) 

Opening Acclamation       
Celebrant: Bless the Lord who forgives all our sins 
People: His mercy endures for ever. 
 

The Collect for Purity 
Celebrant: 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets 
are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

(Please kneel or stand) 
 

The Collect of the Day                                     
Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:   And also, with you. 

Almighty God, who raised up your servant Gregory to be a light in the world, and to 
preach the Gospel to the people of Armenia: Illuminate our hearts, that we also in our 
own generation may show forth your praise, who called us out of darkness and into your 
marvelous light; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
 (Please be seated) 
 

A Reading from the Book of Acts 
 

(Acts 17:22-31) 
Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. For as I went through the city and looked carefully at the 
objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an 
unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. The God 
who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven and earth, does not 
live in shrines made by human hands, nor is he served by human hands, as though he 
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needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all things. From 
one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole earth, and he allotted the times of 
their existence and the boundaries of the places where they would live, so that they would 
search for God and perhaps grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from 
each one of us. For ‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your 
own poets have said, 

 

‘For we too are his offspring.’ 
 

Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity is like gold, or 
silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of mortals. While God has 
overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in 
righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all 
by raising him from the dead.” 

The Word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God. 

 
 

(Please stand) 
 

Psalm 33 
 

 (Psalm 33:6-11) 
6 By the word of the LORD were the heavens made, * 

by the breath of his mouth all the heavenly hosts. 
7 He gathers up the waters of the ocean as in a water-skin * 

and stores up the depths of the sea. 
8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; * 

let all who dwell in the world stand in awe of him. 
9 For he spoke, and it came to pass; * 

he commanded, and it stood fast. 
10 The LORD brings the will of the nations to naught; * 

he thwarts the designs of the peoples. 
11 But the LORD'S will stands fast for ever, * 

and the designs of his heart from age to age. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
According to Mark 

(Mark 2:18-22)                                                                      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
John’s disciples and the Pharisees were fasting; and people came and said to Jesus, 

“Why do John’s disciples and the disciples of the Pharisees fast, but your disciples do not 
fast?” Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests cannot fast while the bridegroom is with 
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them, can they? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. The days 
will come when the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast on that 
day. 

“No one sews a piece of unshrunk cloth on an old cloak; otherwise, the patch pulls 
away from it, the new from the old, and a worse tear is made. And no one puts new wine 
into old wineskins; otherwise, the wine will burst the skins, and the wine is lost, and so are 
the skins; but one puts new wine into fresh wineskins.” 

     The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon: The Reverend Susan Riis 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Nicene Creed                                        
We believe in one God, 
   the Father, the Almighty, 
   maker of heaven and earth, 
   of all that is, seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
   the only Son of God, 
  eternally begotten of the Father, 
   God from God, Light from Light, 
 true God from true God, 
   begotten, not made, 
   of one Being with the Father. 
  Through him all things were made. 
   For us and for our salvation 
      he came down from heaven: 
  by the power of the Holy Spirit 
      he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 
      and was made man. 
   For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
      he suffered death and was buried. 
      On the third day he rose again 
   in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
   He will come again in glory to judge the living and  
 the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
  who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
   With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and 
 glorified. 
  He has spoken through the Prophets. 
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
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 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of 
 sins. 
   We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
       and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

(Please kneel or stand) 
 

The Prayers of the People, Form VI   
The Leader and People pray responsively 
 

In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 
Silence 
 

For all people in their daily life and work; 
For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 
 

For this community, the nation, and the world; 
For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 
 

For the just and proper use of your creation; 
For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 
 

For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 
For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 
 

For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 
For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
 

For Michael, our Presiding Bishop, Wayne, our Provisional Bishop, Robert our Rector, 
Kathryn and Rob our Priests Associate, Robert and Susan our Deacons, and all bishops and 
other ministers 
For all who serve God in his Church. 
 

For the special needs and concerns of this congregation. 
Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

Hear us, Lord; 
For your mercy is great. 
 

We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life;  
Silence 
The People may add their own thanksgivings 

 

We will exalt you, O God our King; 
And praise your Name for ever and ever. 
 

We pray for all who have died,  
that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom  
Silence 
The People may add their own petitions 
 

Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 
Who put their trust in you. 
We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 
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Silence may be kept. 
 

Leader and People 
Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 
in your compassion forgive us our sins, 
known and unknown, 
things done and left undone; 
and so uphold us by your Spirit 
that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 
to the honor and glory of your Name; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Absolution  
Almighty God have mercy on you and forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you 
in eternal life. Amen 
 

The Peace 
The Celebrant says to the people 
Celebrant:    The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:  And also, with you. 

The Ministers and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 

The Offertory 
 

Celebrant: 
Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us,  
   an offering and sacrifice to God. 

(Please Stand) 
 

At the Presentation of the Offering 
The Doxology  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer A     
The Celebrant: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also, with you. 
Celebrant:  Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, 
Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth. 

 

A Proper Preface may be added here. 
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Therefore, we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all 
the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Celebrant and people: 
Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

 

(Please stand or kneel) 
The Celebrant continues  
               

 Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we 
had fallen into sin and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 
Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, 
to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 
 He stretched out his arms upon the cross and offered himself, in obedience to your will, 
a prefect sacrifice for the whole world. 
 On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, "Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of 
me." 
 After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to 
them, and said, "Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me." 

 

Celebrant and people: 
Christ has died. 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

 

The Celebrant continues 
 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your 
Son, the holy food and drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we 
may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; 
and at the last day bring us with St. James and all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for 
ever. Amen 

 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,      

The Lord's Prayer                                      
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
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   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 
The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

 

Fraction Anthem:  Christ our Passover          
Celebrant:  [Alleluia.] Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People:  Therefore let us keep the feast. [Alleluia.] 
 

Fraction Anthem:  Agnus Dei    
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us.  
 

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
have mercy on us. 
  

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:  
grant us peace. 

 

The Celebrant says the following invitation 
 

The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, 
and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 
 

Communion of the People 
In the Episcopal Tradition, we believe in the Real Presence of Christ in the Eucharist. We 
welcome all baptized individuals to join us for communion.  
 

(Please kneel or stand) 
 

Post-communion Prayer     
Celebrant and People: 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living members of 
your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the 
Sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and grant us 
strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and singleness of heart; through 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and mind in the 

knowledge and love of God, and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be among you and remain with you 
always. Amen 
 

Dismissal 
Deacon   Let us go forth into the world, rejoicing in the power of the Spirit. 
People   Thanks be to God.  
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