
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 18, 2022 

MORNING PRAYERS 
Rite Two 

 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit 
People:  Amen.  

 

Leader: For God so loved the world that he gave his only son, that whoever believes in him should 
not perish but have eternal life. For God sent the Son into the world, not to condemn the world, but 
that the world might be saved through him. (John 3:16-17) 

(All four Advent candles are lit.) 

People: This candle represents Love. Heavenly Father, thank you for showing us your wonderful 
love. Help us to share that love with others, now and throughout the year. 

Leader: May God the creator of all Love, be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 
Officiant  
The glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together.     Isaiah 40:5 
Thanks be to God 

Confession of Sin 
Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Officiant and People together 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have 
not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; that we 
may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



The Officiant 
Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

The Invitatory and Psalter 
Officiant: Lord, open our lips. 
People: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Officiant and People 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen 

 

Antiphon 
Officiant and People 
Our King and Savior now draws near: Come let us adore him. Alleluia! 

 

Jubilate 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 

serve the Lord with gladness 
and come before his presence with a song. 

 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
he himself has made us, and we are his; 
we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving; 
go into his courts with praise; * 
give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

 

For the Lord is good; 
his mercy is everlasting; * 

and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 
 

Psalm 80 
 

(Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18) 
1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; * 

shine forth, you that are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, * 

stir up your strength and come to help us. 
3 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 

show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
4 O LORD God of hosts, * 

how long will you be angered 
despite the prayers of your people? 

5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; * 
you have given them bowls of tears to drink. 

6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, * 
and our enemies laugh us to scorn. 

7 Restore us, O God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 
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16 Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, * 
the son of man you have made so strong for yourself. 

17 And so will we never turn away from you; * 
give us life, that we may call upon your Name. 

18 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; * 
show the light of your countenance, and we shall be saved. 

 

A Reading from the  
Book of Isaiah 

 

(Isaiah 7:10-16) 
Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as 

Sheol or high as heaven. But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not put the LORD to the test. Then 
Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary 
my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with 
child and shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey by the time 
he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. For before the child knows how to refuse the 
evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God 

 
 

Canticle 11 
The Third Song of Isaiah  
Isaiah 60:1-3, 11a, 14c, 18-19 
 

Arise, shine, for your light has come, * 
and the glory of the Lord has dawned upon you. 

 

For behold, darkness covers the land; * 
deep gloom enshrouds the peoples. 

 

But over you the Lord will rise, * 
and his glory will appear upon you. 

 

Nations Will stream to your light, * 
and kings to the brightness of your dawning. 

 

Your gates will always be open; * 
by day or night they will never be shut. 

 

They will call you, The City of the Lord, * 
The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 

 

Violence will no more be heard in your land, * 
ruin or destruction within your borders. 

 

You will call your walls, Salvation, * 
and all your portals, Praise. 

 

The sun will no more be your light by day; * 
by night you will not need the brightness of the moon. 
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The Lord will be your everlasting light, * 
and your God will be your glory. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 
A Reading from the 

Letter of Paul to the Romans 
(Romans 1:1-7) 

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, which he 
promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy scriptures, the gospel concerning his Son, 
who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be Son of God with 
power according to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, 
through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the obedience of faith among 
all the Gentiles for the sake of his name, including yourselves who are called to belong to Jesus 
Christ, 

To all God's beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints: 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 

  
Canticle 16 

The Song of Zechariah 
Luke 1:68-79 
Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, * 

for he has come to his people and set them free 

He has raised up for us a might savior, * 
Born of the house of his servant David. 

Through his holy prophets he promised of old, that he would be saved from our 
enemies, * 

from the hand of all who hate us; 

He promised to show mercy to our fathers, * 
and to remember his holy covenant; 

This was the oath which he swore to our father Abraham, * 
to set us free from the hands of our enemies, 

Free to worship him without fear* 
holy and righteous in his sight all the days of our life, 

You, my child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,* 
for you will go before the Lord to prepare this way, 

To give his people knowledge of salvation* 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 
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In the tender compassion of our God* 
the dawn from on high shall break upon us, 

To shine on those who dwell in darkness and the shadow of death* 
and guide to our feet into the way of peace 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit:* 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Gospel: 
 

The Holy Gospel of Our Lord Jesus  
Christ According to Matthew 

(Matthew 1:18-25)                                                                 Glory to you, Lord Christ 
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been 

engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be with child from the Holy 
Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, 
planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord 
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your 
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to 
name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord 
commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations with her until she had borne 
a son; and he named him Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ 

The Message: The Reverend Susan Riis 
 

The Apostles’ Creed                                        
Leader and people together      
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
   creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 

  He suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. 

 On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins, 
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 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen 

 

The Prayers 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
   hallowed be thy Name, 
   thy kingdom come, 
   thy will be done, 
      on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
   as we forgive those 
       who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
   but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
   and the power, and the glory, 
   for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

SUFFRAGES 
V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care; 
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit  

 
The Officiant then says the following Collect 

Stir up your power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, because we are sorely 
hindered by our sins, let your bountiful grace and mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be honor and glory, now and for 
ever. Amen. 

 
Prayer For Mission 

Almighty and everlasting God, by whose Spirit the whole body of your faithful people is 
governed and sanctified: Receive our supplications and prayers which we offer before you for all 
members of your holy Church, that in their vocation and ministry they may truly and devoutly 
serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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The General Thanksgiving 
Officiant and People 
Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks for all 
your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, and 
all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; for the 
means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 
And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, that with 
truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, not only with 
our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, and 
by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
A Prayer of St. Chrysostom 
Officiant and People 

Almighty God, you have given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication to you; and you have promised through your well- beloved Son that 
when two or three are gathered together in his Name you will be in the midst of them: 
Fulfill now, O Lord, our desires and petitions as may be best for us; granting us in this 
world knowledge of your truth, and in the age to come life everlasting. Amen. 

Blessing 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and mind in the 

knowledge and love of God, and his Son Jesus Christ our Lord; and the 
blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost, be upon you and 
remain with you always. Amen 

 

Concluding Versicle  
Let us bless the Lord, Thanks be to God, 
Concluding Prayer 
May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing through the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen 
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